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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

As I have previously reported, our faculty numbers for
teaching chemistry have been dangerously low beginning with
the departure of David Lynn and Bill Wulff. Presently, we are in
the middle of our first year with John Light, Steve Berry, Phil
Eaton and Bob Clayton as emeritus professors. They have
joined Jack Halpern, Bob Gomer, N.C. Yang, Clyde Hutchison
and Ole Kleppa. John Light is teaching a course this quarter to
cover the faculty shortage in teaching created by the sudden
departure of Joan Shea (junior physical). After July 1, 2002, we
will be joined by Hisashi Yamamoto (senior organic), David
Mazziotti (junior physical) and Chuan He (junior inorganic).
During the past six years the department has added ten faculty
[Scherer (physical), Lee (physical), Jordan (inorganic),
Hopkins (inorganic), Kozmin (organic), Ismagilov (organic),
Shea (physical), Mazziotti (physical), Yamamoto (organic) and
He (inorganic)] while loosing eleven faculty [Fleming
(physical), Burdett (inorganic), Sita (inorganic), Wulff
(organic), Lynn (organic), Yang (organic), Berry (physical),
Shea (physical), Light (physical), Eaton (organic) and Clayton
(physical)]. Since the typical faculty size in the past has been
about 25, one sees that ten additions ever such a short period of
time is a very large turnover fraction. Even so, at least three
more faculty positions remain unfilled.

However, the important message I wish to convey
regarding faculty recruitment concerns the associated cost and
the role that you have already played in helping us meet the
recruitment challenge. The expense of adding these ten new
faculty is staggering and we are most thankful that Dean Oxtoby
has found the necessary funds that are required for today’s highly
competitive recruitment. I assure you that the sum is quite
massive and impressive. The fact that the University and the
Dean have met this enormous financial challenge should fill you
with considerable pride. Moreover, such a commitment
provides solid evidence that The University of Chicago intends
to remain a major research university.

During these six years of extensive recruitment, the
Department has depleted its limited resources, funds that are
necessary to be successful in any recruitment, and we seek your
help in reloading the department’s coffers (see page 2). In all
recruitments, some relatively small resource is required to
finalize the appointment and frequently, this closure is provided
by the Department. In addition, the Department is responsible
for moving expenses, which in some cases are considerable.
Without a doubt, the resources provided by your generosity have
been invaluable in these competitive times. Finally and sincer-
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ely, I want you to know that all of your gifts, large and small,
have been invaluable and have been put to good use. We thank
you from the bottom of our hearts.
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AWARDS AND ENDOWMENTS

As a department we have received gifts of funds which exist as
endowments or awards. The majority of these funds have been
designated by the donors for students - student awards, student
fellowships, student emergency needs.

These funds are divided into two categories: those that are
endowed and those that are not. An endowed fund is interest-
bearing. The principal cannot be touched - all the Department
can use is the income. Once upon a time a fund could be endowed
with as little as $5,000, now $30,000 is required. Funds which
are not endowed are not interest-bearing, so the principal itself
is used until it is gone and the account is closed. An example of
this is the $2,000 given to us for graduate student travel to
scientific meetings. Four students each received $500 to help
defray expenses. This fund no longer exists.

Some examples of our endowed funds are the: Closs-Sugarman
Undergraduate Teaching Award, a teaching prize to a TA; The
Cross Fund, a graduate student award; Knock Prize, an award for
undergraduates; Donald Levy Student Activities Fund, to be used
for student activities; Nachtrieb Fund, an award for undergraduate

wish to establish, are always welcome - with our sincere thanks.

research; Norton Prize, to a student in the department; Joan Shiu
Fund, an award/prize for an entering student; Friedman Personal
Needs Fund, for emergencies or special personal needs of a
graduate student and/or post doc in the Department; Chemistry
Thesis Fund, an award for the best thesis.

We also have endowments that are primarily dedicated to faculty
research and equipment. Examples are the: Will DeLoach Fund,
to be used at the Chair’s discretion for departmental purposes;
The Kharasch Research Fund to support postdoctoral research
and lab equipment; Jones Chemistry Fund used to support
teaching and research; Jones Chemistry Lab Equipment Fund, to
be used to purchase equipment for the Department; Gerhard and
Liselotte Closs Research Fund, for faculty research; Wheland
Faculty Endowment, to be used at theChair’s discretion to assist
faculty in their research.

Our newest fund is the unendowed Fried Fund for organic students
who have need of help during personal emergencies.

Donations to ANY of these funds, or any new funds that you



CONGRATULATIONS

BA & BS RECIPIENTS
SUMMER 2001
NONE

AUTUMN 2001
Christian John Sanvanson, BS
MS RECIPIENTS

SUMMER 2001

Stephen M. Danauskas Mustafa Demirplak
Jennifer Leah Gottfried Yuji Ishitsuka

Tao Jin Marya Katherine Jones
Maria Jeannette Krisch Paolina P. Kupresanin
Han Lee Yang Liu
Yi Liu Jun Lu
Michael Frank Martin Dal-Hee Min
Ambarish Nag Ana R. Stankovic
Jing Su Chi Zhang
Qin Sheng
AUTUMN 2001

Jelena Janjic Thomas A. Rammer, 11

Ph.D. RECIPIENTS
SUMMER 2001

Daniel Edward Haines - Hopkins - Electrochemistry of
Multiply Metal-Metal and Metal-Ligand Bonded Building
Blocks for Conjugated Materials. Research Scientist with
Schott Gas Technologies, Duryea, PA.

Hilary Dorr Lang - Rawal - The Intramolecular Diels-Alder
Reaction of Photochemically Generated Trans-Cycloalkenones.
Scientific Advisor, Brinks, Hofer, Gilson, and Lione, Chicago.

Yish-Hann Liau - Scherer - Plasmonic Dynamics and
Propagation in Photonic Materials. Optical Engineer at
Fluidigm Corp. in South San Francisco, CA.

Bradley F. Parsons - Butler - Spectroscopic and
Computational Studies of Molecular Photochemistry. Postdoc in
Dave Chandler's Group at Sandia National Lab in Livermore, CA

Suhail Praful Shah - Rice - Reduced-Space Analyses of the
Coherent Control of Quantum Many-Body Dynamics. Post-doc,
University of Chicago.

AUTUMN 2001

Valerie Michelle Shelton - Tao Pan - Thermodynamics of
Transfer RNA Folding: A Quantitative Framework for the
Analysis of Cation-Dependent RNA Structural Transitions.
Research Analyst at the CNA Corp in Alexandria, VA.

/]

ALUMNI NEWS

Agnes Graham Riley - MS 2§ - Leslie Hellerman
Although I have had a happy, successful life, the hurt that I was
unable to work for a PhD degree at the University of Chicago is
as great as it was over 75 years ago. I’ll be 100 in February.

I was making good grades and the research under Dr Hellerman
was going well when my father had serious financial troubles. It
is famous that the Great Depression came early to some parts of
the south and certainly to our part of Virginia. Dr Hellerman got
me a job at a Chicago hospital, but the pay was not enough to
pay U of C’s tuition. Besides I felt an obligation to help my 4
brothers get a college education which was a tradition in our
family. There were no scholarships or grants in those long ago
days for graduate students as there are now, so I had to teach.

Ellis K. Fields - 38 - Morris Kharasch

Jeanette [wife] received award from Pleasant Home Foundation
[Oak Park] for her dedication to preserving the historic
resources of Oak Park and her tireless writing and lecture efforts
to publicize the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright, George W.
Maher and others in Qak Park. Ellis received an award from the
Department of Chemistry at the Reunion, August 27, 2001 for
his contributions to chemistry and chemists.

Ernest M. May - 38 - Morris Kharasch

The Ernest M. May Academy, in Jersey City, is a private school,
sponsored by Youth Consultation Service, providing special ed-
ucation for about 100 severely disturbed students. It receives
students from numerous school districts and has a waiting list.

Howard Lemberg - 73 - Stuart Rice
My older daughter, Katie, is getting a fine education at U of C.
Thanks in part to her major in the Chemistry Department.

Tex Horning - 79 - Clyde Hutchison, Jr

Hello friends, I have caught a nasty case of osteosarcoma [bone
cancer] diagnosed a little over a year ago. Now I am paralyzed
below the waist. My home hospice program gives me enough
morphine. My wife, Shotana Song, is with me at my new
address: 26381 Whitman Street #27, Hayward, CA 94544
(510) 247-1635. Please pray for us.

Zhenan Bao - 95- Luping Yu

is a member of the 3-person Bell team which made a transistor
from a single molecule - small enough to fit about 10 million on
the head of a pin. This in contrast to the first transistor - also
from Bell - which was as tall as the face of a wristwatch. Some,
say this new transistor pushes the miniaturization of electronics
to its final frontier.

Dave Reingold - postdoc- Phil Eaton

Received Beachley Distinguished Service Award, Juniata
College in May. Completed 3 years as Chair of the Finance
Committee, received the first ever “Volunteer of the Year” Award
from the Council on Undergraduate Research in June. Published
textbook, Organic Chemistry, An Introduction Emphasizing
Biological Connections, Houghton-Mifflin in July.

Enrico Rotondo - postdoc -Jack Halpern
I have been called as a First Level Professor of Inorganic
chemistry at the University of Messina.
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