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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Some odds and ends once again from Chicago. The faculty is
occupied almost daily with the planning of their part of the new
Interdivisional Research Building (IRB) and is constantly
meeting with the architects. A significant phase of the process
is now finished. Essentially all of the space in the new building
has been assigned such that individual faculty members know
the location and space that they will be moving into sometime
in June, 2004. The next phase of this lengthy process now
commences. The details of the laboratory space will be
planned, again with extensive discussions with the architects.
Cabinet space, hoods, shelving, electrical power requirements
and locations, bench space, etc., are the focus of the next phase
of meetings. Just a few days ago Phemister Hall, location of the
new building site, was given public notice of its impending
removal.

The faculty continues with success in earning grants for new
initiatives.  Norbert Scherer (co-director of the University's
Institute for Biophysical Dynamics) and Stephen Kron
(Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology) have been awarded one of
four grants provided by the Burroughs Wellcome Fund. The
award is a five year, $2.5 million grant to the University to
foster graduate training at the intersection between the physical
and biological sciences. The program's goal is to train
investigators coming from quantitative and theoretical
backgrounds so that they may introduce new approaches and
ideas into the biological sciences. This new program is an
outgrowth of the University's Institute for Biophysical
Dynamics that is devoted to the study of converging
developments in the biological and physical sciences.

Steve Sibener and Luping Yu were just awarded a new $5 million
DOD Multidisciplinary University Research Initiative (MURI)
Center entitled "Center for Materials Chemistry in the Space
Environment". Steve is the PI and will serve as Director of this
national center for at least five years. This is a true national
center, with participants not only from the University of
Chicago but also from Montana State, Northwestern, Notre
Dame, Penn State, and Yale. This means that Steve now directs
two centers since he is also the director of MRSEC.

The newer faculty members continue to shine. Sergey Kozmin,
who joined us July 1, 2000 as our youngest organic chemist, is
clearly demonstrating his prowess in synthetic chemistry. Joan
Emma Shea joined us in September of 2000 as our youngest
theoretical chemist. Joan has settled into the department and is
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STUDENT AWARDS

ARCS FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
Andy Goshe

FREUD FELLOWSHIP
Jennifer Gottfried Maria Krisch

Ana Stankovic

GAANN FELLOWS
Stephen Danauskas Shannon Dillmore
Christopher England Wendy Foulis
Marya Jones Rory Melenkivitz
Arthur Reber Aditya Unni
Robert Walicki

HERTZ FELLOW
Benjamin McCall

JAMES FRANCK FELLOWSHIP
Mustafa Demirplak Jennifer Gottfried
Jelena Janjic Marya Jones
Maria Krisch Yi Liu
Michael Martin Thomas Rammer
Ana Stankovic

LEDLEY FELLOWSHIP
Richard Baxter

MARKEY MOLECULAR MEDICINE
FELLOWSHIP
Bhawani Singh

MC CORMICK FELLOWS
Jelena Janjic Marya Jones
Thomas Rammer Ana Stankovic

N ATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
FELLOWS
Julie Gruetzmacher
Maria Krisch

Jennifer Gottfried
Justin Jureller

PREDOCTORAL TRAINING PROGRAM
CHEMISTRY/BIOLOGY

Janes Hougland Michael Schramm
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